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A Summary of the Lecture

Often, certain fixed ideas of (classical) dance forms project themselves as visual images, setting
themselves into the body of the dancer and the eyes of the observer with some rigidity. Given the
sensual capacity of the body to remember, record and transmit information and memory, how do
notions of authenticity of form, which limit time to history, embed themselves into the practice of
dance? I share how my trajectory as an Odissi dancer and teacher led to an exploration of the history of
this form. Primarily, my search is to understand and perhaps reconcile how and whether a dance form
such as Odissi, can be taught and learnt both as a bodily experience of a subjective nature and as a
historical experience of learning a system that is ‘age-old’. Where does a dancer situate herself in her
practice and in history – between being and borrowing?

About the Speaker 

Aparna Uppaluri is Founder/Director of the Antara Artists’ Collective - a performing arts organization
in Bangalore. Antara aims to engage in an inquiry focusing on the body as a site of knowledge and
learning. She is an epidemiologist and currently heads the Science and Society program at the National
Centre for Biological Sciences, TIFR.

About the Chair 

Bishnu N. Mohapatra is an eminent Odia poet and social scientist. He has published three volumes of
poetry and has also translated Pablo Neruda's poetry into Odia. A heightened sense of fragility of lives
permeates his work, and his poetry combines powerfully the anguish of the ‘disenchanted world’ with
the ecstasy of human relationships. He was educated in Orissa, Delhi and Oxford and has taught in
several universities including University of Delhi, Jawaharlal Nehru University, National University
of Singapore, University of Kyoto and Azim Premji University.
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